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1793 News from Europe announces that France had gone to 
war with Britain. France was an ally of the United States – 
invasion of the Canadian development was a possibility. 
Because of this, a Naval Base was considered for Toronto 
in order to protect the development from invasion. Fort 
York was built to protect the entrance to Toronto Bay – 
the birth of urban Toronto.
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1849 Great Fire of 1849 destroyed part of the city, the �rst of its 
kind in Toronto

1851 Railway construction began in an e�ort to connect to the 
outside world

1855 Railway now connects Toronto to northern areas, and 
theeast-west rail line opened, linking Toronto in all 
directions.

1858 A winter storm breaches the sandbar, separating the 
Toronto Islands from the peninsula. 

1860 Coal had to be imported from Pennsylvania by ship, so 
industry started to center along the waterfront or along 
rail corridors that were recently developed. Since the 
1850’s the harbor was a dirty and busy industrial zone. 
People moved away from the water, north of Jarvis street 
instead of being anywhere in the southern areas that 
were industrialized. Expansion through unregulated 
private enterprise – shoddy constructed houses and port 
infrastructure.

1867 Toronto o�cially became a city within the country of 
Canada. As the capital, it was the largest urban center in 
the highest population area of the nation.

1885 Canadian Paci�c railway is completed, opening up 
railway transportation to the Paci�c Ocean

1889 Technological advances in building construction – steel, 
elevators, etc – tall buildings started to be built

1911 The creation of the Toronto Harbour Commission by the 
federal government – developed to �x the inadequate 
and uncoordinated development of the waterfront. They 
had a plan for the Harbor in 1912 – starting with the 
construction of Ashbridges Bay ship channel.

1921 City takes over the transit system that was previously 
privately owned by a monopoly, and creates the Toronto 
Transportation Commission. The city attempted to help 
the service and encourage public transportation with 
more convenient locations, etc. Many who could a�ord it 
ended up using a car, although movement was limited 
due to the lack of many paved roads.

1926 Construction of the Ashbridges Bay project is nearing 
completion, forming the an inner harbor area. This 
completely transforms the coastline and �lls in an 
enormous area of what used to be marshland. Eventually 
a ship channel is cut into the newly �lled bay.

1912 Ashbridges Bay construction begins and marshland is 
�lled to create an industrial area.

1947 Highway 401 opens, yet isn’t completed until 1968

1951 Toronto-Barrie Highway opens 

1958 Gardiner Expressway opens, cutting o� access to the 
waterfront.

1959 St Lawrence Seaway opens, allowing deep-ocean going 
vessels to travel to Toronto. Toronto Port Authority 
begins �lling to construct Tommy Thompson State Park 
to the east of the Toronto islands.

1929 Great Depression a�ected city development, apartment 
construction was popular – density.

1930 Two commercial airports open - one of them is on one of 
the Harbor Islands – Port George VI Airport. Hanlan’s Bay 
is in�lled to allow the airport to be built. Unplanned 
suburbs appeared in the city, with sub-standard self-built 
dwellings that were considered slums.

1966 Creation of a two-tiered civic structure, consisting of the 
new Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto, which looked 
after regional issues. At one point it wanted to demolish 
a residential community on the island in favor for a park.

1972 Major waterfront redevelopment as industrial demand 
on the waterfront greatly diminished. The federal 
government created “Harbourfront” to regulate/oversee 
the development of what used to be industrial areas to 
more pedestrian friendly cultural and residential areas. 
Many were opposed since they were seeing condo-
minium complexes built that did nothing more than 
separate the city from the water just as the industry did 
before.

1979 Major expansion of land area for Tommy Thompson State 
Park.

1954 Yonge subway line opens – �rst rapid transit line in 
Canada. Businesses are starting to move out of the city to 
what used to be farmland in the surrounding suburban 
counties of Toronto. New Highways provided better 
transportation advantages compared to the railways. 

Hurricane Hazel caused the worst �ooding in Toronto’s 
history, displacing and killing many people. Residential 
neighborhoods were were cleared out of low-lying areas 
and were then converted into �ood control zones and 
some of the most important parklands.

1945 Improved inter-urban roads, suburbanization, and the 
end of the World War caused a boom in automobile use.
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